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SELECTMEN S REPORT. 


VALUATION OF THE TOWN APRIL 1, 1880. 


Land and buildings, 

Number of polls, 148 ; value, 
Number of horses, 117; value, — 
Number of neat stock, 415; value, 
Sheep, 

Carriages, 

Stock in trade, 

Stock in public funds, 

Mills’ value, 

Money on hand and at interest, 
Hogs’ value, 


-Total valuation, 


Resident valuation, 


Non-resident valuation, 


$238,760 
14,300 
6,850 
11,883 
16 

1,210 
3,415 


$316,812 


00 


00 


265,577 00 


51,235 


00 


On which valuation the Selectmen have assessed the 


following amount, at one dollar and ten cents per one hun- 


dred dollars: 
State tax, 
County tax, 


$712 00 
1,064 33 
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Town tax, | $1,000 00 
Schools, 623 00 
Perceniage, | 89 20 
Non-resident highway tax, 153 73 
Dog tax, 40 00 | 
Total, $3,682 26 


Which sum was committed to William T. Bragdon, Col- 
lector of Taxes, for collection. 


The Selectmen have also received and paid into the 


treasury the following sums: 


Railroad tax, — $60 76 

Savings bank tax, ; 56 09 

Literary fund. 28 80 
SCHOOLS. 


The Selectmen apportioned the school money among the 
several school districts, according to the valuation of each 
district, as follows: 


Conley’s tax, $2. 08 


District No. 1, 133 66 
“6 2, ; 162 12 
te ig 195 49 
4) 4, 154 21 
TE as | Bema 


Total, \ > $790.39 
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; $790 39 
School money raised by taxation, 623 00 
Literary fund, 22. 57 
Savings-bank tax, 50 05 
Dog-tax, 90 00 
From railroad tax, 4 "7 
$790 39 


HIGHWAY TAXES. 


The Selectmen have also assessed the valuation of the 
town at the rate of thirty cents on the hundred dollars, for 
the support of highways, and apportioned the money as fol- 


lows: , 

District No. 1, Chas. B. Sargent, $141 30 
be 2, D. W. Goodnow, 145 67 
na 3. James H. Noyes, 84 56 
2h: 4, John A. McNeil, 146 94 
af 5, George P. Dow, 81 69 
44 6, James Knight, 50 19 
3 7, S.S. Shannon, 61 88 
i 8, Daniel Hitchcock, 45 52 
4 9, John A. Hall, 30 54 
i 10, Frank W. Emerson, 104 55 
ay Ll, J. W. 38.'‘Cook, . 31 65° 
- 12, Alonzo Knight, | 25 74 
Total, $950 23 


The Selectmen had reason to believe that a considerable 


portion of the taxes raised for the support of bighways re- 
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mained unworked; and, assuming that the reason they were 
not worked out was that they were not needed, decided that, 
where they could find unworked taxes, to apply them to the 
payment of snow bills. This decision was generally accep- 
table to the surveyors; and the result is, that, in one dis- 
trict, no snow bill has been presented, and more than one 
hundred dollars have been saved to the town. It is for the 
town to decide whether this course was right, and take 
action as a guide for the future. 


The Selectmen have drawn the following orders on the 


Treasury : 
Schools, $790 39 
State Tax, | 712 00 


ABATEMENT OF TAXES. 


Wa. T. Bracpon’s tisT, 1880. 
Nelson Noyes, overtaxed, $3 30 


Bailey Knight, f 2 20 
James H. Bond, 1 10 
Jonathan Clough, 1 10 
Fred Fisher, 1 10 
Leon W. Carr, 1 10 
John Jameson, 1 10 
John H. Knight, : Ree eh 
Harry Martin, Rn 24 
Wm. H. Richards, 1 10 
Wm. T. Terry, ak, 
Wm. H. Webb, 1 10 
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Cuas. Fernatp’s ust, 1879. 


James H. Conley, $1 08 
Chas. Dow, 1 67 
James B. Gerrish, 1 14 
Albion Perkins, 1 08 
Wm. IH. Richards, 1 67 
Samuel Secomb, 1 67 
Chas. C. Stickney, 1 08 


ot 


OUTSTANDING DEMANDS, Marca Isr, 1880. 


S. 5. Shannon, bounty on hawks, 
S. 5. Shannon, snow bill, (1878) 


bs fa 
| on 
[=> 
Oo 


8 

S. S. Shannon, summoning witnesses and tending court, 7 00 
Luther Chase, labor on highway, (1879) Dist. No. 9, 3 60 
A. W. Chandler, “ rec Kheeoy ts 4 80 
John A. Hall, «“ (1879) 4 1 25 
John A Hall, snow bill, (1879) 1 80 
J. W. Peasley, shoes furnished Cilley boy (1879), 1 50 
A. J. Hall, labor on highway (1879) Dist. No. 9, 5 88 

$36 10 

HIGHWAY REPAIRS IN DISTRICT NO. 5. 

©. A. Knight, $5 00 
KE. P. Hoitt,, 25 45 


#30 45 
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NON-RESIDENT HIGHWAY TAX, 


D. W. Goodnow}; $5 25 
F. W. Emerson, 48 25 
S. 5S. Shannon, 16 47 
James Knight, 5 03 
J. W. 5. Cook, 9 00 
Daniel Hitchcook, 9 66 
John A. Hall, 5 00 

$98 66 


——s 


SNOW BILLS. 


District No. 1, C. B. Sargent, $12 48 

e 2, D. W. Goodnow, 23.14 

¥ 4,3. A. McNeil, 23-84 

4 5, Geo. P. Dow, 18 40 

Mt 6, James Knight, 19 47 

‘ 7, Albert Little, 33 53 

“8, Daniel Hitehcock, 18 30 

ty 9, J. A. Hall, 7 St 

of 10, F. W. Emerson, 23 30 

+ 11, J. W. Cook, 15 61 

J: 12, Alonzo Knight, 19 05 

$214 68 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Mitchell & Hoyt, printing Reports (1879), | $15 00 
George E Lane, books and stationery, SB RS 

Greenleaf Clarke (trustee), rent of hall, | 30 00 


John Dow, ringing bell and repairs, 32 85 
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G. W. Conley, sheep damage, $5 00 
Geo. P. Dow, watering trough, 3 00 
Supervisors’ blanks. 2 00 
James G. Bassett, land damage, 17 00 
Samuel Noyes, . 4s 6 00 
S. C. P. Trefry, bounty on hawks, L 80 
E P. Hoitt, si de and foxes, 1 40 
E. P. Hoitt, time and exp. to Concord to pay State tax, 6 00 
E. P. Hoitt, postage and express, 1 05 
W. W. Hatch, time and expense paying County tax, 2 25 
$13L 47 
DOW vs. TOWN, 

E. P. Hoitt, expense April term, 1880, $5 10 
ae time and expense to Exeter, October, 2 55 

oJ vs he Portsmouth, Oct. term, 4 50 

AA Lr As Jan. term, 1881, ? 2 50 
$14 65 

TOWN OFFICERS. 

Samuel G. Chandler, auditing, $3 00 
Isaac R. Hovey, as 1 00 
Samuel B. Mason, town clerk, 19 50 
W. W. Hatch, treasurer, ie 20 00 
Wm. T. Bragdon, collector, | 40 00 


John Dow, superintending 5. Committee, 20 00 
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Isaac R. Hovey, supervisor, 
Alonzo Knight, “ 

C. B. Sargent, +s us 

S.C. P. Trefry, selectman, 

S. S. Shannon, Hy to June 8, 1880, 
EK. P. Hoitt, 


two years, 


RECAPITULATION., 


Outstanding demands, 

Repairs in Highway District No. 5, 
Non-Resident highway tax, 

State tax, 

Schools, 

Abatement of taxes, 

Snow bills, 

Miscellaneons, 

Dow vs. Town, 

Town Officers, 


Whole amount received from all sources, 
Amount paid on orders, 
County tax paid by Treasurer, — 


Leaving the sum of 
To pay the town debt and interest. 


251 84 


$2,305 58 


$3,827 91 
2,305 58 
1,064 33 


$3,369 91 
458 00 
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COLLECTOR’S REPORT. 


Dr. 
To amount committed to me for collection, $3,682 26 
Cr. ; 
By Treasurer’s receipts, 3,375 40 
‘‘ Non-residents highway tax receipts, 46 83 
Total amount paid in, $3,422 23 
Balance in hands of Collector, $260 03 


WILLIAM T. BRAGDON, Collector. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


Report of the Treasurer for the year ending March 1, 1881. 
The Treasurer charges himself as follows : 


To cash on hand March 1, 1880, $448 36 
r¢ received of Collect. 1877, 56 07 
se sa “ 1879, 301 54 
$s de 1880, 3375 40 
Be 4 State treasurer, railroad tax, 60 76 
m3 fh ‘¢ savings bank tax, 56 09 
dd es ‘¢ literary fund, _ 28 80 

, ae 
$4,327 02 


The Treasurer credits himself as follows: 


By amount paid on town notes, $500 00 
Interest on town notes, 128 50 
Amount paid on orders, 2,305 58 

“i “* county tax, 1,064 33 
Unpaid order of 1879, 3 87 
Cash in hands of Treasurer, 324 74 


$4,327 02 
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TOWN LIABILITIES, | 


Sundry notes, , | 
Land damage for cemetery, 


ASSETS. 


Cash in hands of Collector 1879, 

Z 6) Peas 1880, 
Due from county on account of. paupers, 
Due from choice of lots in cemetery, 
Cash in treasury March Ist, 1881, 


Balance against the town March Ist, 1880, 
Ist, 1881, 


eé 66 66 6é 


Reduction of the town debt, 
= af interest bearing notes, 


There is also a claim against the United States, of 


$2000 00 


200 00 


$50 98 
260 03 
11 52 
10 00 
324 74 


$657 27 


$1,838 83 
1,542 73 


$296 10 
500 00 


1285 60 


which, if reckoned, would make the balance against 


the town, 


< 


$257 13 


W. W. HATCH, Treasurer. 
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Arxinson, N. H., March Ist, 1881. 

We, the undersigned, Auditors for the Town of Atkinson 
for the year ending March Ist, 1881, have examined the ac-. 
counts of the Selectmen, Collector, and Treasurer, and have 
found them correctly kept and supported by the proper 
vouchers. The entire failure of the highway surveyors to 
comply with the requirements of the law, to ‘‘in June next 
after the expiration of their term of office account to the 
Selectmen for the taxes on their lists, and pay any unex- 
pended balance into the town treasury,’”’? renders it impussi- 
ble for the Auditors to report upon a very important item 
of expenditure of the town’s money, and we would particu- 
larly call the attention of the people of the town to this 
matter. 


S. G. CHANDLER, 


ISAAC R. HOVBY, | Auditors. 


The Selectmen deem it proper on retiring from office to 
give the town a clear and concise statement of their man- 
agement of the suit now pending against the town. It ap- 
pears to be the more necessary on account of *the many 
misrepresentations that have been made to prejudice the minds 
of the people, and also to give our successors necessary 
information. It will be remembered that for some years pre- 
vious to 1877 the town had annually instructed the Select- 
men to lay out a new cemetery, but that the only suitable 
place could not be bought at anything like a fair price, and 
the law was such that this place could not be taken without 
the owner’s consent. Consequently no burial place was pro- 
vided, and the need for one was imperative. At the annual 


meeting in 1877, we were instructed to lay out a new burying 
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ground. Knowing that we could not take the land most de- 
sired by all, we in the early summer examined no less than 
seven different lots that were brought under our notice, but 
none of them, in our judgment, seemed to meet the require- 
ments, or would be likely to give satisfaction to any consider- 
able portion of our people. In the mean time the Legislature 
so amended the law relating to graveyards that the land could 
be taken by process. And a petition having been presented to 
us for that purpose, we ordered a hearing, and after a full 
investigation, with the advice of counsel, we decided that the 
interest of the town demanded that the land be taken. We 
proceeded to lay out the land as a graveyard. 7 


In appraising damage we placed the sum at four times the 
amount that any one testified under oath at the several hear- 
ings, that said land was worth. The reputed owner of the 
land not being satisfied with our award, appealed. The court 
in January, 1878, dismissed the appeal, on the ground that the 
town had wot had legal notice. At the April term, 1878, an- 
other action was brought, but the presiding Judge referred the. 
matter to the full bench on the question whether an appeal in 
such cases could be taken after 60 days from the time of the 
taking of the land. 


In December, 1878, the full bench decided in favor of the 
town and dismissed the case. But at the April term, 1879, the 
plaintiff petitioned for leave to bring forward his first appeal, 
which was granted by the presiding Judge, and the County 
Commissioners were ordered to appraise damage. After a full 
hearing the Commissioners sustained the award of the Select- 
men. From their decision the plaintiff appealed anda trial by 
jury was ordered. Since that time we have exerted all our 
powers to have the case tried, but the plaintiff on different 
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pleas has been able to have the case postponed from one court 
to another, which perhaps will not seem strange to those ac- 
quainted with the delays attending suits at law. 

It will be seen that thus far the decisions of the court and 
commissieners have been in favor of the town, and had it not 
been for the unaccountable ruling of one Judge in allowing an 
appeal to be brought forward that had been dismissed by an- 
other nearly a year and a half before, the case would long ago 
have been settled. The case is in the hands of able counsel and 


we confidently expect an early and favorable issue. 


« 


ENOCH P. HOITT, 


STEPHEN C. P. TREFREY, Selectmen. 


SCHOOL REP Ola 


DISTRICT NO. 1. 


Isaac S. Noyes, prudential committee. 

This school was taught by Miss Frances Noyes, in two 
terms of ten and fourteen weeks respectively. Wages paid 
per month, $24: whole number of pupils attending first term, 
six, second term, eight; average daily attendance, seven; 
number of pupils not absent or tardy, first term four, sec- 
ond term three; number of visits by parents and citizens, 
fifty-one. Amount of money appropriated to this school the 
past year was $133.66, making the cost for each scholar a 
fraction over $16.70. | 

Miss Noyes is a faithful teacher. She labored hard, and 
by patient continuance accomplished much. I could hardly 
realize how a teacher could spend six hours a day teaching 
six or eight scholars; but, after a visit of a half-day in this 
school, I saw how it was done. The teacher did not con- 
fine herself to the text-books; the questions and answers 
were, to a great extent, given orally.. This, I am fully per- 
suaded, is best for the smaller scholars. It was surprising 
how readily these small children answered questions not 
found in any text-book, but important that all should know. 
1 am very sure there were many questions answered by those 
little boys and girls, that would puzzle many a person of 


mature ycars to answer. 
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DISTRICT NO. 2. 


Atrrep B. Lirrxe, prudential committee. - 

The school in this district was taught by Miss Alice M. 
Little in three terms of eight, ten, and seven weeks. Wages 
per month, $24; whole number of pupils attending first term 
nine, second term seven, third term three; average daily at- 
tendance for the year, five ; number not absent or tardy, first 
term one, second term three, third term two ; number of visits 
by parents and citizens, fifteen. Amount appropriated to this 
school, $162.12 ; cost for each enrolled scholar, $18.01. 

This was Miss Little’s, first experience in teaching. She 
came well qualified, aud seemed to have an aptness to teach ; 
but, on account of sickness among the pupils and other 
causes, the school was not what it might have been under 
other circumstances. 

The teacher, in my opinion, was not at fault; a lack of 
interest on the part cf parents has a great influence upon 
the pupils. JI cannot well conceive of any thing more dis- 
couraging to a teacher than for the parents to feel like, We 
don’t care whether school keeps or not. 


DISTRICT NO. 38. 


George Kyicut, prudential committee. 

The school in this district was taught by Miss Rachel S. 
Corliss, in three terms of eleven, ten, aud seven weeks re- 
spectively. Wages per month, first term $24, second and 
third terms $28, per month; whole number of pupils attend- 
ing first term fourteen, second term eighteen, third term nine- 
teen; average daily attendance, first term nine, second and 
third terms seventeen; number of visits by parents and citi- 
zens, fifty-eight ; number not absent or tardy, first term two, 
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second term eight, third term eight Amount of money ap- 
propriated to this school, $195.49; cost for each enrolled 
scholar, $10.25. 

The school in this district has received a stimulus, both 
mentally and morally, which is indeed praiseworthy. How 
much of this improvement must be attributed to the new 
schoolhouse I am- not prepared to say, but should look in 
another direction for most of it, The teacher in this school 
is so well known to our people, having taught in town three 
years, that I need not say she is a first-class teacher. The 
school was all we could expect or wish for. 


DISTRICT NO. 4, 


Cartes S, Horrt, prudential committee. 

This school was taught by Miss Nellie M. Spurn, in two 
terms of twelve and fifteen weeks respectively. Wages paid 
per month, first term $20, second term $22; whole number 
of pupils attending, first term seven, second term six; aver- 
age daily attendance, five; number of visits by parents and 
citizens, six. Amount of money appropriated to this school 
$154.21; cost for each enrolled scholar, $22.03. 
| The teacher in this school has had large experience, 
having taught several years in a neighboring city. The 
school was quiet and studious, made good progress, and the 
fidelity of the teachér is commended. 


DISTRICT NO. 5. 


Horace H. Bricxett, prudential committee. 

The first term of nine weeks was taught by Miss Mary 
A. Morse; the second term, of eleven weeks, was taught by 
Miss Sarah P. Webster. Number of pupils attending, first 
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term eleven, second term eleven; average daily attendance, 
nine for both terms; number of pupils not tardy or absent, 
first term two, second term none; number of visits by pa- 
rents and citizens, first term eleven, second term eighteen. 
Amount appropriated to this school, $142.88; cost for each 
enrolled scholar, $12:98 1-2. 


Both the teachers in this school were well qualified to 
teach any public school. Both have: had large experience 
in teaching, and both labored hard to accomplish the desired 
result. When any little difference springs up among the 
parents aud guardians in a district the children soon find it 
out, and the school is sometimes well nigh useless for the 
whole term. It is very desirable that we should all pull to- 
gether—parents, teachers, and scholars. Then we shall have 
a good school. 


Whole number of enrolled scholars in town fifty-four, seven 
less than last year. 


_ Amount of money appropriated to schools the past year, 
$788.31, making $14.41 for each enrolled scholar in town. 
The average attendance would make it much higher. 


It is evident we are working to a disadvantage. Some 
of our schools have become very small. Three have been 
reported, employing three teachers and keeping up three 
fires, in which the average attendance for the year is only 
seventeen, at a cost of $26.49 per scholar. It may be our 
misfortune that we have so many small schools; but some of 
us feel that it is not simply a misfortune, we think there isa 
growing inquiry among our people, What must be done? and 
the inquiry is made from a desire that our children should have 
better advantages for an education. The amount appropriated 
to schools seems to be ample, if rightly applied. Our statute 
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law provides that adjoining districts, by concurrent vote, may 
unite, either permanently or for such time and upon such terms 
as they may agree. An act was also passed, I think at the last 
session of our legislature, which provides thit any school dis- 
trict, by a major vote at any legal school meeting in the dis- 
trict, may authorize the prudential committee of said district 
to use a part of the school money appropriated to the district 
for school purposes, not exceeding ten per cent, for the convey- 
ance to and from the school of pupils living at a distance from 
the school. In my report of last year, I called attention to the 
act passed a few years since, allowing towns wherein an acad- 
emy was established, to unite with such academy and expend 
a portion of its school money for the payment of tuition, 

The remedy for small schools and high tuition is within 
our reach. If we consult our own interest, we shall adopt 
some plan by which we can reap a greater benefit from our 
school money. If there are fifteen or twenty scholars who can 
be brought into one school, then there is a loss and a waste 
if two or three schools are supported for their education. 
This statement needs no argument for its support; the gain 
will more than compensate for an occasional inconvenience, ; 


Respectfully submitted, 


JOHN DOW, Supt. of Schools. 


‘~. 


ay : 


